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with Francis at one or other of their villas, removed from
Florence and its abuse of her. For Francis's tyrannies con-
tinued to heap condemnation upon her head; and whatever
untoward event occurred, it was always in some manner
attributed to her. It is almost unnecessary to say that when
Francis's only son Filippo died in 1582 it was declared that
she had poisoned him; and this tale, like others of the kind,
was handed down after her death, regardless of the fact that
had she been guilty of such a thing the suspicious Francis
would certainly have found it out and lost all his affection for
her; as well as of the fact that the one ruling desire which
governed all Bianca's life was to please him.

But the people had another reason for hating Bianca
Capello and readily accepting every story against her. They
believed her to be a witch, and openly called her so. The hint
had not improbably been dropped by Ferdinand. But the
only kind of witchery that Bianca knew was that of "woman's
witching ways"; and none ever possessed it in a higher de-
gree. And without making light of the one great fault she did
commit, it may well be noted in her favour that although
possessed of this exceptional power of attraction we never
hear, amidst all the stories against her promulgated after her
death, one single breath charging her with infidelity to Fran-
cis: a significant fact under the circumstances. It is also
to be noted that all writers credit her, not only with con-
siderable talent, but also with various good qualities. Her
portrait by Bronzino, in the Pitti Gallery, at the age of
thirty,84 has a sweet expression. He knew her well and it is
sure to be a good likeness. It must have been the last portrait
that Bronzino ever painted, as he died very shortly after-
wards.

The feeling with which Bianca was regarded by &er
orother-in-law Ferdinand, who lived at Rome and was on
bad terms with Francis, was a prominent factor in her lot.
The inclination which the Florentines had to attribute to
Bianca every crime committed, or imagined to have been